
 

St. Andrew and St. Mary The Virgin 

Fletching Church Services – December 

Note: Restrictions due to COVID-19 apply in our public 

worship (you will be given guidance in church) 

 

Sunday 20th–4th Sunday of Advent 

Thursday 24th – Midnight Mass at 10:30pm 

Bishop Will of Lewes 

(Restricted Numbers. Please contact Peter Wigan.) 

Friday 25th – Christmas DayHoly Communion 

(Restricted Numbers. Please contact Peter Wigan.) 

Sunday 27th – 1st Sunday of Christmas 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to this historic and beautiful Parish Church of Fletching. 
If you are a visitor, please let us know if we can be of help. 

 

Sunday 20thDecember 
4thSunday of Advent  

 

 

Readings: 

2 Samuel 7.1-11,16 
Magnificat 
Romans 16. 25-end 
Luke 1. 26-38 

 
 
 

Rev Canon Lucy Murdoch 

Organist: Terence Steele 

  

Another reminder from Julian of Norwich: 
 
“He did not say ‘You shall not be tempest-tossed, you shall 
not be work weary, you shall not be discomforted.  But he 
said ‘You shall not be overcome’. God wants us to heed 
these words so that we shall always be strong in trust, both 
in sorrow and in joy.”  So may it be our prayer that we are 
ready to place our concerns in the loving hands of Christ, 
now, today and forever. 



PARISH NEWS 

If you visit the church please would you use your NHS Test 
and Trace App to scan the QR code on the cards dotted 
around the building. If you do not possess the App please 
sign the register on the left as you enter. 

Please pray for :- 
Don Lay, who died on 12th December. Please pray for Sue and all his 
family. 
 
Richard Cossens, who continues to progress well, out walking, and 
thanks you all for your prayers and wonderful messages of support for 
both himself and Geraldine. 

 
  Sheila Gage, who is recovering from a hip operation.  

 
Sue Collins, who has been ill with Sepsis, but is now recovering with 
her daughter. 

 
Please let the Churchwarden know of anyone or anything you would 
like to be included above, and/or included in the Prayers during the 
Service.Names will remain for a month,unless otherwise requested. 

Judy Pardoe writes:-Thank you all for your most generous donations of 

toys, gift cards, money and food. Your response to our appeal has been has 

been fantastic and is very much appreciated. As you know this has been a 

hard year for all charities. FSW has had many more families needing our 

support. Your contributions will go a long way to giving these families the 

Christmas they deserve. I would like to wish everyone of you a very happy 

and safe Christmas.Judy Pardoe.   01825 723815 

 
 

Biblical Reflection 
 

READ:  In lighting the third of the Advent candles we reach the amazing 
moment when Mary learns to her astonishment that she will be giving 
birth to a very special person.  She has the courage to ask the angelic 
messenger how that is possible, since she has not yet married her 
husband-to-be.  The reply she receives must be somewhat puzzling, 
simply “With God, you see, nothing is impossible”.  It would be 
understandable if she had decided to think the whole thing to be a very 
odd dream.  But instead she immediately adopts the stance for which 
she has become praised for all time.  “Here I am…let it happen to me as 
you have said”.  With these words Mary has forever been associated 
with the virtue of total obedience.  She did though feel the need to visit 
her cousin Elizabeth, perhaps for reassurance. This was the meeting 
which produced one of the bible’s greatest poems of praise, 
Magnificat.  Though this poem begins by praising the wonderful works 
of God, it continues with a revolutionary statement of how the political 
status quo is planned by God to be shaken to its roots.  “The rich will be 
sent off with nothing to eat”. We would perhaps be right to feel that it 
is taking a very long time for that prophecy to be fulfilled, but then the 
timescale of God does not match human expectations. 

MEDITATE:  It is good to remind ourselves that “You are with us 
wherever we go; you are our God and the rock of our salvation.” 
Thinking deeply about these familiar and much-loved birth stories can 
bring us to a very special place in our relationship with Christ. 

PRAY:  A prayer for a mother to be: “Nothing could have prepared your 
heart to open like this. From beyond the skies and the stars this echo 
arrived inside you and started to pulse with life;  each beat a tiny act of 
growth, traversing all our ancient shapes  on its way home to itself”. 

CONTEMPLATE:  Obedience is all very well, but we need to be 
comfortable with the source of that appeal, which leads us quietly into 
the realms of faith and trust. 


